
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Summer:  Year 4 

WHY? 
Water is vital part of our 

lives. Rivers determine the 
growth of towns and cities 

including our local area. This 
topic will give children first 

hand experience of the pow-
er and influence of  

water to shape the land-
scape. Field work  

investigations in contrasting 
areas will encourage the 
children  to look at the  

natural world around them 
and appreciate its beauty.  

English: 
We will explore and respond to fantasy texts and use them to de-
velop our reading, communication and writing skills.  Through non-
fiction we will respond to explanations and write our own about the 
importance of water. We will explore shape poems and look at the 
use of language to create effects in poetry.  
 
 

Numeracy: 
This topic will lend itself to experiences involving measures most 
notably capacity. We will compare shape and will apply their 
knowledge in field work. During field work we  will also apply our 
knowledge of position and direction. 
 
Number, place value and calculations will continue to be developed 
and applied. During this term pupils will further their understanding 
of fractions and decimals in a way appropriate to their needs. 
 
 

Science:  Water cycle, evaporation 
This will link to the water cycle and link to the workings of a water 
mill. 
The children will explore the various states of water and the 

change between solids, liquids and gases. They will apply this con-

cept to other substances and look specifically at the  water cycle 

and the physical changes and their effect on our planet.  

SMSC / PSHE 

History: 
In this topic the children will research a Local History study of Brindley Wa-
ter Mill. The children will explore its importance on the locality and its impact 
on providing water for society. The children will also look at how being built 
near rivers and canals has influenced the development of Leek and Stoke on 
Trent. As well as Brindley water mill children will have the opportunity to visit 
Rudyard Lake and Tittesworth Reservoir. These studies will enable the  
children to see evidence of how the use of water has developed over time.  

Design & Technology: We  will have opportunities to see different examples of bridges 

as part of the river landscape topic. Using these as inspiration the children will investigate the 
main forms of traditional/modern bridges developing an understanding of the vocabulary used as 
well as the importance of triangles in construction. Using  a range of different construction kits/junk     
materials to build various bridges; the children will then work in teams to build bridges.  
 

Art and design: We will study the works of famous artists such as Monet and the 

techniques they used to convey water and light. This will include use of water colour, 
wax resist and collage. We will use sketch books to try out different ideas. 
We will produce a large scale mural of a river  and natural /manmade features linked 
to it and its journey from the mountains to the city and the sea . 

 

PE: 
Outdoor and adventurous activities. Staffordshire Challenge, Sports day.  
Sailability.  
Competitive sports. Bikes and swimming. 

Music: We will listen to the variety of sounds made by water.  We will listen 

to Handels water music.  We will compose water music using natural 

sounds and percussionswith a clear beginning, middle and end. 

Water, Water 
Everywhere. 

PSHE—special days 

 

S: water safety 

M: Promises.  

S Thinking about the story of 

Noah’s ark. 

C: Summer fair fundraising.   

 

Languages:  

Spanish vocabulary : colours.  

RE:  Reflect imaginatively on the meaning of stories drawn from reli-
gious sources, (Noah’s ark) Research some key events in the develop-

ment  of a religious tradition and its impact on believers today.  

 

Geography: 
As geographers we will consider why water is vital to towns and cities and 
why they have developed around these. We will undertake field work, look-
ing at types of water systems in our local area and how these physical fea-
tures have altered the landscape. 

Computing: 
We will learn about computer networks through looking at drain-

pipes and how they connect together to send water where it is 
needed.  We will send packages through our network of drain-

pipes to specific people or places. 


