
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Autumn:  Year 4 

WHY? 
Children will learn about life 
and culture of Britain. They 
will compare the physical 
and human geography of 

Britain and other countries. 
Children will learn about the 

history and physical  
geography of the local area.  

English: 
During this topic we be made aware of books by authors from the 
local area (e.g. Rudyard Kipling). As writers and communicators 
we will be writing reports about Leek. We will base writing  about 
special events that take place and create reports. We will look at 
and read local magazine and “The Leek Post & Times and create 
our own school newspaper  in response. We will ‘take one poet’ 
and explore their works. We will continue to develop our communi-
cation, spelling, punctuation and grammar skills.  
 
 

Mathematics: 
As mathematicians we will solve number problems linked to the 
topic when appropriate.  We will role play and visit Leek Market 
town in order to learn about and use money in the real life situa-
tions. Shopping will also provide opportunities to participate in sort-
ing, classifying and arranging and using measures to solve prob-
lems. We will use charts, tables and graphs to present information 
gathered from the local area.  

Science: Electricity 
We will identify common appliances that run on electricity  and 
construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming 
its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. 
http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/12/how-to-build-the-worlds-
simplest-electric-train/  How to build the world’s simplest electric 
train.  We will ink to the electric trams used in the Potteries in the 
early 1900s. 

SMSC / PSHE 

History: 
As historians we will look at  a local history study  and the  significance of this in 

our local area and Britain The children will explore the history of ‘The Potteries’ in 
Stoke on Trent and get the opportunity to visit and make pottery. The children will 
learn why  their local area is called ‘The Potteries’ and its impact on British society. 

Once the powerhouse of industry , the children will explore its importance in this area 
for developing jobs and pottery but also explore the decline in the last few years in 
this industry. The children will also look at the history of the railways and George 

 Stevenson  who lived locally in the last few years of his life. The children will explore 
his importance and the significance  rail travel has had on Britain as a whole today.  

Design & Technology: We will look at the way our school playground 
equipment is made/ works and we will make  models of the pieces of equip-
ment. 
We will look at examples of design by George Stevenson and use this as 
inspiration for our own designs and models . 

Art and design: We will study a small number of well known pottery de-
signs from Stoke- on– Trent including Wedgewood. We will recreate these 
designs in 2D images e.g. using white paper cut figures on blue background 
and we will also produce our own coil pot with unique decoration. 
 

PE: 
Throwing/catching activities 
Premier sports input 
Swimming  

Music: Invite local musicians into school to perfom—ie Jazz/
Drummers/Orchestra/local school children 
 

Our 
Local 
Area 

PSHE: communities / safety in the 
community  
S: How to improve our local area.   
M: harvest festival foodbank  
S: What is important about places 
of worship? 
C: Customs specific to our local 
area and country.  

 

Languages: 
Spanish vocabulary: transport.  

RE:  find out about the activities  of a local religious community and 
make links with key religious teaching.  Make links between belief 
and action and show the impact of this.  

 

Geography: 
We will undertake a local area study, considering the links with the history 
behind the human and physical features of our local area. We will also com-
pare our area with others around the UK and abroad. 

Computing: 

CS—Children will about the history of technology.  They will then 
complete a study of a local firm (e.g.JCB, Sainsburys, Kerrigold), 
and find out how technology is used in that company.  We will 
try to visit the company to see computers in use first hand. 

http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/12/how-to-build-the-worlds-simplest-electric-train/
http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/12/how-to-build-the-worlds-simplest-electric-train/

