
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Spring:  Year 1 

WHY? 
Children will learn about life 
and culture from a different 
continent. They will 
 compare the physical and  
human geography of Mexico 
and its surrounding  
Countries with Europe and 
the UK. They will learn 
about how an ancient civili-
sation developed and com-
pare it to modern day.   

Literacy/Communication: 
As communicators we will be expand our vocabulary and join in 
with retelling through the exploration of Mayan myths and quest 
stories. Drama will lead to writing e.g. create posters persuading 
people to come and see our drama. As writers we will be record-
ing information about the topic. As readers  we will be continue to 
read as a whole class, in guided groups and independently includ-
ing texts relating to our topic including chocolate recipes (see DT 
and Science). We will continue to develop our vocabulary, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar skills as appropriate. 
 

Numeracy: 
We will develop our understanding of measures and fractions 
linked to recipes. In number and calculation we will look at the Ma-
yan number system and use it as a starting point for exploring 
number, place value and calculations. We will use Mayan temples 
as a starting point for a project about shape. We will look at the 
climate in Mexico and Britain and show this in graphs and charts. 
 
There will continue to be a focus on developing mental strategies 
and practical application of skills across the timetable. 

Science: Materials (Identify and compare) 
We will look at the  Mayan life style looking at  how materials were 
used and prepared.  Mayans invented chocolate, used weaving 
techniques and produced paints to decorate.  They used an early 
form of rubber, made thousands of paper books using bark and 
built cities. 
Some aspects of this topic maybe best taught as stand alone units. 

SMSC 

History: 
As Historians the children will explore  ‘the Mayans,’ a non– European  
society that provides contrast with British History . They will be learning 
about ancient Mayan civilisation and culture which differs to British history. 
The children will investigate the mysterious decline of the Mayan Empire and 
the subsequent conquest by European nations. They will use a variety of 
resources and evidence to develop historical skills and experience being 
archaeologists. Children will look and explore Mexican artefacts and  
re-create their own pottery, jewellery and textiles.   

Design & Technology: 
 
 

Art and design: We will discover how much there is to find out about the Mayans 

through their art. We will see how their art was influenced by the animals and nature 
around them in the forest. We will study Mayan costume and design and make a mask to 
wear in drama lessons based on the story ‘ How the King of the Birds was chosen’. We will 
study Mayan pottery and stucco designs and design and make our own clay tile inspired 
by this. 

PE: 
Competitive/team games—Tennis, football, volleyball,,Boccia, polybat, curl-
ing etc (Premier sports input)  
Bikes and swimming. 

Music:  Make simple percussion instruments similar to those made by the 

Mayans and performs. From a variety of genre We will listen to the music 
from a variety of genres ie’Chocolate Soldier’ 

Mystery of the 
Mayans 

 

Children will have the  
opportunity to work  
collaboratively thinking about 
morals and ideas behind  
ancient religions. They will 
consider Mayan  
attitudes to each other  
comparing them to their own. 

 

PSHE:  

RE: Conisder the meaning of a range of stores about he begin-
ning of the world,  investigate stories about God’s relationship 
with people.  

 

Design & Technology: We will find out about the origins of chocolate and 

make chocolate products. We will prepare traditional central American food and 
have a traditional feast.  
We will study Mayan textiles and the meanings of  patterns and produce our 
own weaving. 

Geography: 
As geographers we will be comparing Mexico and it’s surrounding countries 
with Europe and the UK, considering the human and physical features of the 
places. We will discuss a day in our lives compared to one in ancient Mayan 
civilisation. 

Computing: 
DL—We will consider how we access computers and how e safe-

ty keeps us safe online. 
We will use secure boards (e.g. Launchpad) to share our findings 

about the Mayan topic. 


